
14TH /15TH  OCTOBER, 28TH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR A 

ST JOHN’S CATHOLIC 

PARISH 

52 Yarra Street  

HEIDELBERG 

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land on which our parish stands, the Wurundjeri-Balluk clan of the Woi wurrung 
people in the Kulin Nation. 

Central to the mission of St John’s Parish is an unequivocal commitment to fostering the dignity and integrity of children and young 
people and providing them with a safe and supportive environment in which to flourish. 

Parish Priest : Fr Vinh Nguyen 

Parish Secretary: Mary Peeris 

Pastoral Associate: 
Elizabeth Williamson (0447195553) 

Safeguarding Committee Chair:  
Michelle Penson (0499 891 101) 

St John’s Parish office:  

52 Yarra Street Heidelberg 3084 
t: 94571066 & 70643906 
e: heidelberg@cam.org.au 
w: pol.org.au/heidelberg 
Facebook.com/stjohnheidelberg 

Parish Office Hours: 
Tuesday to Friday   
9:30am to 2:30pm 

Mass Times:  
Weekdays: Tuesday to Saturday: 
9:15am  
Weekend: Saturday Vigil 6pm 
  Sunday 8:30am, 10:30am & 5pm 

Adoration: After Friday morning 
Mass with Benediction. 
Exposition  
Wednesday 7.30pm 

Reconciliation (Confession):  
Friday 9.45am (during Adoration)  
Sat 9:45 am & 5:30pm. 

Wedding, Baptism, First 
Reconciliation, 

 
Parish Secretary (9457 1066) 

St John’s Hall Hire: 

Contact parish office.  

Legion of Mary:  Meet every 
Wednesdays at 10.30am at parish 
house in the Francis Xavier Room.  All 
Welcome. Fatima Statue  Enquires, 
Contact Sue 0449260206 

St John’s Catholic  Primary 

55 Cape St Heidelberg 3084 
t: 9459 2963;  

Parish Prayer  
Heavenly Father, we the parishioners of St John’s are grateful for all we have received from 

the men, women and children of our past. Help us to cherish and maintain our parish 
heritage. Most of all, enable us to be people who welcome the stranger, the needy, the sick 

and the lonely. Like St John, our patron saint, may we be people who love others, as your 
Son Jesus, asked us to do. We make this prayer, through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Child Safety: St John’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all our children, young people and vulnerable 
adults. Children are to be supervised by a parent/guardian at all times in the church and when leaving the church for any reason.  

The Wedding Banquet 

In the parable of the King’s banquet, Jesus foreshadows the days when 
those whom one would expect to be Christian would reject the invitation to 
faith, and those thought least likely to respond to God’s call would flock into 
the Church. 

Since the earliest days of Christianity, the Wedding Banquet was seen as a 
metaphor for two things: the Eucharist and Eternal Life. Curiously, this 
parable, while using the imagery of the Banquet, is less concerned about the 
meal and more about who’s in and who’s out, and why! 

We can see this through the tenants who turn down the opportunity to go 
to a Royal Wedding – still an almost unimaginable thing to do. It’s seen in the 
poor who recognise the gift and the giver, get dressed up and have 
somewhere to go. And it’s seen in the impostor who is not correctly dressed 
for the occasion and is speechless when called to account. 

This last character is clearly the one in the earliest Christian community who 
has taken the waters of baptism, but was betraying St Matthew’s persecuted 
community. When discovered, people like this guest were thrown out. In 
Matthew’s time, impostors cost lives. 

So what does all this have to say to our own time? It’s not about how one 
dresses for Mass or for Eternal life! It’s not about the fear of being found 
wanting in being able to mouth the right words when called to account. It is 
about being poor enough to recognise the gift of God in the invitation to 
faith and about being generous enough to respond completely. For taking 
care about what we say and do, the values by which we live our lives at 
home, at work, at play and in the way we relate to each other is how we 
show that we mean what we profess. It is also how others legitimately judge 
whether we are really genuine about our faith or just another impostor. 

Like the earliest Christians, when we were baptised we were clothed in a 
white garment – a wedding robe. Like theirs, our baptismal day was no 
naming ceremony and no social day out. It was the day we were issued with 
a standing invitation to the feast of life in Christ where people act as they 
profess, and where frauds are spotted a mile away. 

© Richard Leonard SJ 



Entrance: Celtic Alleluia 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Father we praise you as Lord, 
All of the earth gives you worship, 
For your majesty fills the heavens, fills the earth. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Entrance Antiphon 
If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, 
Lord, who could stand? 
But with you is found forgiveness, 
O God of Israel. 

    Gloria 

Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you,  
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory,  
Lord God, heavenly King,  
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world,  
     have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, 
   receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
   have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen 

First Reading             Isaiah  25:6-10 

  On this mountain, the Lord of hosts will 
prepare for all people a banquet of rich food, a 
banquet of fine wines, of food rich and juicy, of fine 
strained wines. On this mountain he will remove the 
mourning veil covering all peoples, and the shroud 
enwrapping all nations, he will destroy Death for 
ever. The Lord will wipe away the tears from every 
cheek; he will take away his people's shame 
everywhere on earth, for the Lord has said so. That 
day, it will be said: See, this is our God in whom we 
hoped for salvation; the Lord is the one in whom we 
hoped. We exult and we rejoice that he has saved 
us; for the hand of the Lord rests on this mountain. 
on this mountain. 

The word of the Lord. 

All reply: Thanks be to God. 

Responsorial Psalm             Ps 22.   

Response I shall live in the house of the Lord all the 
days of my life. 

The Lord is my shepherd;  
there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures 
where he gives me repose. 
Near restful waters he leads me, 
to revive my drooping spirit.     R./ 

He guides me along the right path;  
he is true to his name. 
If I should walk in the valley of darkness 
no evil would I fear. 
You are there with your crook and your staff; 
with these you give me comfort.     R./ 

You have prepared a banquet for me  
in the sight of my foes. 
My head you have anointed with oil; 
my cup is overflowing.         R./  

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me  
all the days of my life. 
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell 
for ever and ever.        R./  

Second Reading          Philippians 4:12-14.19-20 

 I know how to be poor and I know how to be 
rich too. I have been through my initiation and now I 
am ready for anything anywhere: full stomach or 
empty stomach, poverty or plenty. There is nothing I 
cannot master with the help of the One who gives 
me strength. All the same, it was good of you to 
share with me in my hardships. In return my God will 
fulfil all your needs, in Christ Jesus, as lavishly as only 
God can. Glory to God, our Father, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

The word of the Lord. 

All reply: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia!   
May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
enlighten the eyes of our heart 
that we might see how great is the hope 
to which we are called. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel                               Matthew 22:1-14 

Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the 
people: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
a king who gave a feast for his son’s wedding. He 
sent his servants to call those who had been invited, 
but they would not come. Next he sent some more 
servants. “Tell those who have been invited” he said 
“that I have my banquet all prepared, my oxen and 



   

fattened cattle have been slaughtered, everything is 
ready. Come to the wedding.” But they were not 
interested: one went off to his farm, another to his 
business, and the rest seized his servants, 
maltreated them and killed them. The king was 
furious. He dispatched his troops, destroyed those 
murderers and burnt their town. Then he said to his 
servants, “The wedding is ready; but as those who 
were invited proved to be unworthy, go to the 
crossroads in the town and invite everyone you can 
find to the wedding.” So these servants went out 
onto the roads and collected together everyone they 
could find, bad and good alike; and the wedding hall 
was filled with guests. When the king came in to look 
at the guests he noticed one man who was not 
wearing a wedding garment, and said to him, “How 
did you get in here, my friend, without a wedding 
garment?” And the man was silent. Then the king 
said to the attendants, “Bind him hand and foot and 
throw him out into the dark, where there will be 
weeping and grinding of teeth.” For many are called, 
but few are chosen. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

All reply: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nicene  Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 

God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven,  

(At the words that follow, up to and including and 
became man, all bow.) 

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 

he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and 
glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen 

Memorial Acclamation 

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess you 
Resurrection until you come again. 
 

Communion Antiphon 
The rich suffer want and go hungry, 
but those who seek the Lord lack no blessing . 

Communion:  Come As You Are  

Come as you are, that’s how I want you. 
Come as you are, feel quite at home. 
Close to my heart, loved and forgiven; 
Come as you are, why stand alone? 

No need to fear, love sets no limits. 
No need to fear, love never ends. 
Don’t run away, shamed and disheartened. 
Rest in my love, trust me again. 

I came to call sinners, not just the virtuous. 
I came to bring peace, not to condemn. 
Each time you fail to live by my promise, 
Why do you think, I’d love you the less?  

Come as you are, that’s how I love you. 
Come as you are, trust me again. 
Nothing can change, the love that I bear you. 
All will be well, just come as you are.    

  Recessional:  Amazing Grace  

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 

T’was grace that taught my heart to fear. 
And grace, my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed! 



Sat 6:00pm Sun 8:30am Sun 10:30am Sun 5pm 

Reader  Sheila Serrao Pietro Sciotto Kate Mathai Mary Kotefski 

Communion Lorraine Mascarenhas Christopher Ratnayake Margaret Bradley Elizabeth Williamson 

Sat 6:00pm Sun 8:30am Sun 10:30am Sun 5pm 

Reader  Vernon Curtis Marnie Keenan Christine Soosairaj Leela Cherubim 

Communion TBA Elizabeth Williamson Brian McIntosh Sally Tramontana 

Please Remember in your prayers 

Recently Deceased:  Sr Ursula D’Wyer, Michael Ryan, Noreen Condon. 

Morning Tea: This Sunday 15th October following 
the 10.30am Mass will be available in the Parish 
hall.  All are welcome.  
World Mission Sunday: A special collection will be 
taken up next weekend 21st/22nd October at all 
Masses. Please give generously to help Church-run 
mission programs around the world by using the 
appeal envelopes. Thank you. 
Parish Lunch:  will be held on Sunday 29th  
October in the presbytery garden following the 
10.30a.m. Mass. For catering purposes please add 
your name to the sheet either in the church porch 
or in the side chapel.  
ADVENT Reflection Group: Expressions of interest 
are asked from those interested in joining a small 
group to pray and reflect on the readings during 
Advent. Day of the week and time of the day to be 
decided. Please indicate your interest on the 
sheet either in the church porch or in the side 
chapel. 
Columban Calendars and Vinnies Christmas 
Cards: will be available for sale after Masses in 
November. 

Morning Tea: 15th October - Rosa and Maureen Howard 

Collections for Week ended  8th  October 2023  

First Collection is for the support of our Parish Priest, the 
Archbishop, the sick & retired priests, priests in less 
fortunate areas around Archdiocese of Melbourne  

(It is taken up after Homily) 
St John’s Presbytery Cheque- BSB 083-347 A/c 659225267  

Second Collection is for the support of our Church, its 
operating expenses, staff wages, church & ground 
maintenance etc. 

(It is taken up after Prayers of Faithful) 
St John’s Catholic Church - BSB 083-347 A/c 658806318 

Envelopes Loose Collection Bank Direct Envelopes Loose Collection Bank Direct 

185.00 871.90 $184.50 390.15 435.20 $1045.50 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd 
and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel 
Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 
1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Dear Parishioners, Next weekend, we will commence the Offertory Giving Campaign in our parish 
community, which will run over the next three weeks. Please pray for our community as we enter 
into this time of discernment. Our offering is a powerful witness and a personal prayer. The life of our 
parish rests upon the generosity of God and our response to his blessings as a community. The parish 
is grateful for the time you have spent reflecting upon your personal pledge to the parish.   

Fr Vinh-Parish Priest 

‘War is a defeat’ : Pope Francis insisted as he called 
for prayers for peace in Israel and Palestine. 
Speaking to thousands of people gathered in St 
Peter’s Square on 8 October . ‘I express my 
closeness to the families and victims,’ Pope Francis 
said. ‘I am praying for them and for all who are living 
hours of terror and anguish.’ 
‘May the attacks and weapons cease,’ he said. 
‘Please!’ 
‘And let it be understood that terrorism and war do 
not lead to any resolutions, but only to the death 
and suffering of so many innocent people,’ Pope 
Francis said. ‘War is a defeat! Let us pray that there 
be peace in Israel and in Palestine.’ During October, 
the month traditionally devoted to the rosary, the 
pope asked Catholics to pray for Mary’s intercession 
‘for the gift of peace in the many countries 
throughout the world marked by war and conflicts.  
And let us continue to remember the dear Ukraine, 
which suffers so much every day, which is so 
battered.’  

Excerpts from Melbourne Catholic 


